
Nonfiction Book List

Here is a list of some popular nonfiction titles for you to look through.  While in school you can always look at
the Library’s catalog (OPAC) for additional titles. If you are interested in a title (from this list or OPAC) you can
come into the library to check it out.

Book Cover Title, Author, Call Number (Call #) & Summary

I Will Always Write Back
By Caitlin Alifirenka & Martin Ganda
Call #: 305.23 ALI

Presents a true story of how twelve-year-old Caitlin Alifirenka from Pennsylvania
became a pen pal with Martin Ganda, who lives in Zimbabwe. Describes how the
letters they exchanged changed both of their lives and led to a lifelong friendship.

Enrique's Journey: The Story of a Boy's Dangerous Odyssey to Reunite with His
Mother
By Sonia Nazario
Call #: 305.23 NAZ

When he was only five years old, Enrique's mother left him in Honduras so she could
look for work in the United States. Eleven years later, Enrique sets off alone to illegally
enter the U.S. and find his long-lost mother. Nazario carefully narrates Enrique's
harrowing journey, which involved riding on top of train cars throughout much of
Central America.

Never Caught: The Story of Ona Judge
By Erica Armstrong Dunbar
Call #: 306.362 DUN

Explores the life of Ona Judge, one of George and Martha Washington's slaves, who
escaped after the Washingtons moved to Philadelphia--the nation's capital at the
time--and she began interacting with the city's free black population. Discusses the
lengths the Washingtons went to in order to recapture Ona afterwards.

Twelve Days in May: Freedom Ride 1961
By Larry Dane Brimner
Call #: 323.1196 BRI

The book examines the first Freedom Ride which was set into motion by a group
composed of 7 black and 6 white activists who traveled into the southern states that
were not abiding by the national law that made it unconstitutional to enact racial
segregation in terminals and buses that crossed state lines. Drawing on archival
documents, Brimner highlights the 12 days of peaceful protest that were met with
increasing levels of violence resulting in the riders being severely beaten and
subsequently refused medical treatment.
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Woman’s Hour: Our Fight for the Right to Vote (Young Readers Adaptation)
By Elaine Weiss
Call #: 324.6 WEI
Three suffragists, Carrie Catt, Sue White, and Alice Paul and their allies enter
Nashville in the scorching-hot summer of 1920, hoping to influence the state into
ratifying the Nineteenth Amendment, which would grant women the right to vote. The
Suffs, as they were known, were close--thirty-five states had already ratified the
amendment, and they needed just one more. However, they had plenty of opposition,
including the Antis, a group of women who felt that women should not be granted the
right to vote. Facing betrayal, threats, and blackmail, the three are determined to keep
up the fight, seventy years in the making.

The Lizzie Borden Trial
By Doreen Rappaport
Call #: 345.73 RAP

A reconstruction of the Lizzie Borden trial, using testimony from edited transcripts of
the trial, and during which the reader can assume the roles of judge and juror.

The Radium Girls: The Scary but True Story of the Poison that Made People
Glow in the Dark (Young Readers Edition)
By Kate Moore
Call #: 363.17 MOO

Chronicles the story of young teenage girls, who in 1917 began working at the Radium
Luminous Materials Corporation painting watch dials with glow-in-the-dark paint
containing radium. Not surprisingly, the girls began to fall ill, and when they accused
the company of wrongdoing, their employers refused to take responsibility and
defamed the girls' character. Covers the litigation proceedings which dragged on for
years, but which eventually led to a change in regulation that saved lives.

One Thousand Paper Cranes
By  Takayuki Ishii
Call #: 362.1 ISH

Discusses the children's peace movement and the Children's Peace Statue that were
inspired by the determination of a young atomic bomb victim, Sadako, to fold one
thousand paper cranes.

Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below the Chilean
Desert
By Marc Aronson
Call #: 363.11 ARO
In early August 2010, the unthinkable happened when a mine collapsed in Copiapó,
Chile, trapping thirty-three miners 2,000 feet below the surface. For sixty-nine days
they lived on meager resources with increasingly poor air quality. When they were
finally rescued, the world watched with rapt attention and rejoiced in the amazing spirit
and determination of the miners. What could have been a terrible tragedy became an
amazing story of survival.
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Lincoln’s Spymaster: Allan Pinkerton, America’s First Private Eye
By Samantha Seiple
Call #: 363.28 SEI

Allan Pinkerton was working as a barrel maker in Illinois when he took on his first case
as a private eye. Before long, he had opened the first ever private detective agency
and had his own assembly of undercover agents. Soon the team was fighting outlaws
and uncovering plots to assassinate President Lincoln. Pinkerton's work laid the
groundwork for America's future Secret Service.

The Nazi Hunters: How a Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the World's
Most Notorious Nazi
By Neal Bascomb
Call #: 364.15 BAS
Adolf Eichmann was the Nazi mastermind of the detestable “Final Solution” to “The
Jewish Question.” In 1945, Eichmann walked into the mountains of Germany and
vanished; but this was not the end of his story. In hiding for nearly two decades,
Eichmann slipped up. Holocaust survivors and Israeli spies--serving the renewed
country of Israel--found his trail, and followed it all the way to Nazi-sympathetic
Argentina. This is the true story of how they found Eichmann, captured him, and
covertly brought him back to Israel to hang for his unspeakable crimes.

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Changed Their
Lives
Bt Dashka Slater
Call #: 364.15 SLA

Explores the fateful 2013 interaction between Sasha and Richard, two teens from
Oakland, California, who never would have met if not for the 57 bus which they both
were taking home from school one day. Richard, an African American boy, had a
lighter; Sasha, a white agender teen, wore a skirt. A dare to use the lighter changed
the teens' lives forever.

Three Cups of Tea
By Sarah L. Thomson
Call #:371.822 THO

Greg Mortenson's account of his mission to promote peace through education by
building more than sixty schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan.

The Fairy Ring, Or Elsie and Frances Fool the World
By Mary Losure
Call #: 398 LOS
Elsie Wright and Frances Griffiths never thought they would experience worldwide
fame with their fake photographs of fairies, but when their photos reached Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, even the acclaimed author of the Sherlock Holmes detective stories was
fooled. In this improbable-but-true story, Conan Doyle spread the names of Elsie and
Frances around the globe, claiming their photographs documented real fairies. As their
supporters and even financial contributors increased in number, the two cousins of the
early 1900s felt compelled to cover up their lie for 60 years.
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Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ Edition)
By Margot Lee Shetterly
Call #: 510.92 SHE

This book brings to life the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine
Johnson, and Christine Darden, who lived through the Civil Rights era, the Space
Race, the Cold War, and the movement for gender equality, and whose work forever
changed the face of NASA and the country.

Something Rotten: A Fresh Look at Roadkill
By Heather L Montgomery
Call #: 591.7 MON

Follows wildlife researcher Heather L. Montgomery as she studies roadkill
around the world and discusses the notable scientific discoveries that have
been made by examining types of animal carcasses.

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity
By William Kamkwamba
Call #:609 KAM

When a severe drought descended on his Malawi village, 14-year-old William
Kamkwamba felt helpless. His family was already so poor that not only could they not
afford to send him to school, but they barely had enough food to eat, living on insects
and a mouthful of rationed food per day. It was not long, however, before William came
up with an idea, inspired by time spent in the local library reading about
engineering—he decided to build a windmill to draw water for irrigation.

Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the Deadliest Cook in America
By Susan Campbell Bartoletti
Call #: 614.511 BAR

Little did young Irish immigrant Mary Mallon know when she set foot on American soil
in 1883 at the age of 15, she would become one of the most dangerous women in the
nation's history. The woman who would become known as Typhoid Mary is alleged to
have infected over 50 people with the deadly disease in the course of her career as a
cook.

Bomb: The Race to Build and Steal the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon
By Steve Sheinkin
Call #: 623.4 SHE

It was in December of 1938 that German chemist Otto Hahn experimented with
uranium. Almost by accident, he found that uranium atoms split when put next to
radioactive material. When word got out, physicists and chemists across the United
States, Great Britain, Germany, and the Soviet Union raced to find a way to make a
bomb by splitting the atom. The KGB installed their spies, physicists were hidden away
in secret laboratories in deserts like Los Alamos, and the Allies began searching for
and destroying German heavy-water manufacturing plants.
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•Alex the Parrot: No Ordinary Bird
By Stephanie Spinner
Call #: 636.6 SPI

Although this book is a biography, the subject is not a famous historical figure, or even
human. Author Spinner illuminates the fascinating life of Alex, an African gray parrot
that was bought by animal psychologist Irene Pepperberg in a pet shop in 1977. Over
the next 30 years, Pepperberg taught Alex hundreds of words; how to recognize
shapes, colors, and materials; and how to perform basic math. In the process,
Pepperberg transformed current knowledge regarding parrots' intellectual abilities,
stunning the world with his clever skills.Pepperberg transformed current knowledge
regarding parrots' intellectual abilities, stunning the world with his clever skills.

Undefeated: JIm Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team
By Steve Sheinkin
Call #: 796.332 SHE

Features the underdog story of the Carlisle Indian Industrial School football team
which under the leadership of coach Pop Warner and player Jim Thorpe became
known as "the team that invented football." Highlights the systematic governmental
persecution by the government and the players determination and grit, on and off the
field, that led them to defeat more privileged schools like Army and Harvard.

Wheels of Change: How women Rode the Bicycle to Freedom
By Sue Macy
Call #: 796.6 MAC

The introduction of the bicycle in the late 1800s coincides with the beginning of the
struggle for women to gain freedoms and rights equal to men as documented in this
entertaining and informative book. Due to this simple mode of transportation, women
had opportunities to exercise and transform their clothing from restrictive corsets to
more comfortable and daring garb.

The Boys in the Boat: The True Story of an American Team's Epic Journey to
Win Gold at the 1936 Olympics
By Daniel James Brown
Call # : 797.12 BRO

In 1936 Berlin, an eight-oared rowing team of working-class young men from the
American West prepared to face off against formidable teams from Germany and Italy
in the Olympics. The American team had already overcome great odds, beating out
highly trained elite teams from the East Coast, and vanquishing their own personal
obstacles to reach this epic competition held during the Great Depression. And when
their boat crossed the finish line first, this young American team showed the world
what commitment, courage, and teamwork could do.

Born to Fly: The First Women’s Air race Across America
By Steve Sheinkin
Call #: 797.5 SHE
Tells the story of the women who made the 1929 Air Derby--the first women's air race
across the United States--possible, including Amelia Earhart, Marvel Crosson, Louise
Thaden, and Elinor Smith, each of whom made significant contributions to early flight.
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Titanic: Voices from the Disaster
By Deborah Hopinson
Call #: 910 HOP

Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the voices and stories of real TITANIC survivors
and witnesses to the disaster -- from the stewardess Violet Jessop to Captain Arthur
Rostron of the CARPATHIA, who came to the rescue of the sinking ship.

Finest Hours: The True Story of a Heroic Sea Rescue
By Michael J. Tougias
Call #: 910 TOU

Chronicles the 1952 sinking of two oil tankers in the Atlantic Ocean and the heroic
rescue of the survivors by the U.S. Coast Guard.

Race to the Bottom of the Earth: Surviving Antarctica
By Rebecca Barone
Call #: 920 BAR

Filled with suspense and unwavering accounts of determination, this nonfiction
account presents history-making treks to the South Pole by competing teams more
than 100 years apart. In 1910, Captain Robert Scott prepared a team to be the first to
reach the South Pole. Unbeknownst to him, Roald Amundsen was also preparing to be
the first to reach the South Pole, leading both expeditions to race to be the first ones
there. By 2018, no one had yet made a solo journey across Antarctica, but two men
were hoping to change that, Captain Louis Rudd and elite athlete Colin O'Brady,
resulting in another epic race.

Marley: A Dog Like No Other
By John Grogan
Call #: 921 GRO

This book shares all the hilarious exploits of a large retriever named Marley.

The Grand Escape: The Greatest Prison Breakout of the 20th Century
By Neal Bascomb
Call #: 940.4 BAS

Tells the true story of twenty-nine Allied soldiers in WWI who pulled off a daring escape
from Germany’s most notorious prison camp, Holzminden. Includes historic
photographs and diagrams of the escape.
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Sabotage: The Mission to Destroy Hitler’s Atomic Bomb
By Neal Bascomb
Call #: 940.54 BAS

In 1939, a Norsk Hydro plant in Vemork was the world's sole producer of “heavy
water,” the key ingredient in developing a nuclear fission bomb. The Nazis invaded the
country, and quickly took over Vemork to start making Hitler's very own nuclear bomb.
It could have ended the war, but the Allies discovered the plan. After a group of British
operatives failed to take down the industrial fortress, the task fell to a band of young
Norwegian commandos, armed only with skis and explosives. With great courage, they
pulled off probably the greatest act of sabotage of World War II.

Stubby the War Dog
By Ann Bausum
Call #: 940.4 BAU

One day while at basic training in 1917, Private Bobby Conroy found an orphan Boston
terrier puppy whom he named Stubby due to his stump tail. Before he shipped out to
France, Bobby taught Stubby to salute with his right paw—a doggy trick that so
impressed Bobby's commanding officer that he was allowed to make Stubby the
102nd Infantry's mascot.

Flowers in the Gutter
By KR Gady
Call #: 940.53 GAD

Explores the true story of the Edelweiss Pirates, following German teenagers like Fritz,
Gertrude, and Jean in the 1930s and through World War II as they refused to conform
to the Nazi Party and the Hitler Youth. By the end of the war, Jean, Gertrude, and Fritz
and others of the Edelweiss Pirates joined in sabotage and armed resistance, risking
their lives.

Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption (Young
Adult Adaptation)
By Laura Hillenbrand
Call #: 940.54 HIL

Hillenbrand tracks the life of World War II hero and survivor Louis Zamperini, from his
rebellious and delinquent youth and his prowess for track and field in the 1936
Olympics, to his military service in the Pacific that caused him to be stranded on a raft
and imprisoned in a Japanese POW camp. Zamperini is in the camp until the end of
the war, and only some time afterward begins to find peace again at a Billy Graham
crusade.
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Code Girls: The True Story of the American Women Who Secretly Broke Codes
in World War II (Young Readers Edition)
By Liza Mundy
Call #: 940.54 MUN

Draws on recently declassified documents to uncover the true story of American
women who served the U.S. Army and Navy as code breakers during World War II.
Describes how tens of thousands of women were recruited by the U.S. military to work
as cryptographers, and how their contributions helped save lives and end the war.

Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny and the Fight for Civil Rights
By Steve Sheikin
Call #:  940.54 SHE

On July 17, 1944, a horrible explosion rocked the naval base at California's Port
Chicago. It was a segregated base, and the explosion hit the African-American side
the hardest. Over 300 sailors, of all skin colors, died. In the following month over 200
sailors refuse to go back to work, resulting in 50 being jailed and court-martialed for
dereliction of duty.

Sachiko: A Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story
By Caren Stelson
Call #: 940.54 STE

Through extensive personal interviews with Sachiko Yasui, who was six-years-old
when an atomic bomb struck her hometown of Nagasaki, Japan, on August 9, 1945,
author Stelson shares a narrative nonfiction account of the heartbreaking aftermath of
that day.

No Better Friend: One Man, One Dog, and Their Extraordinary Story (Young
Reader’s Edition)
By Robert, Weintraub
Call #: 940.54 WEI

Explores the true story of Frank Williams, an air force technician, and Judy, a purebred
pointer, who met in a POW camp during World War II. Frank and Judy bonded
together to survive and inspire fellow prisoners in the camp.

Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune
By Pamela S. Turner
Call #: 952 TUR

Explores the life of Minamoto Yoshitsune, a 12th-century samurai hero whose life and
death was immersed in bravery and violence. Despite being raised in a Buddhist
monastery after the beheading of his samurai father, Yoshitsune could not deny his
warrior spirit.
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Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War
By Steve Sheinkin
Call #: 959.704 SHE
Over a period of seven years, a nerdy analyst named Daniel Ellsberg, working for
Rand Corp., became “the most dangerous man in America,” as designated by the
media. He exposed the existence of some 7,000 pages of documents, which became
known as the Pentagon Papers, detailing a secret history of the Vietnam War.

Murder on the Baltimore Express
By Suzanne Jurmain
Call #: 973. 7 JUR
Shortly after he was elected in 1861, President Abraham Lincoln's life was in grave
danger. Well-known detective Allan Pinkerton and his agents uncovered a plot to kill
the president by a pro-slavery group. In a daring act staged in the middle of the night,
Pinkerton and his allies whisked Lincoln away from Baltimore to Washington, foiling
the assassination attempt and securing Lincoln's inauguration.

Lincoln’s Grave Robbers
By Steve Sheinkin
Call #: 973.7 SHE
In 1876, the body of Abraham Lincoln was almost stolen from the Lincoln Monument
outside of Springfield, Illinois. Author Sheinkin illuminates this nearly disastrous
moment in American history, creating a suspenseful tale that will capture readers'
attention from beginning to end. James Kennally, leader of a large Midwestern
counterfeiting ring, plotted to steal the president's corpse and hold it for ransom - not
only for easy cash, but in order to secure the release of a jailed engraver that would
ensure the continued success of his counterfeit production.

America is Under Attack: September 11, 2001: The Day the Towers Fell
By Don Brown
Call #: 973.931 BRO
Author Brown candidly recounts the events of September 11, 2001, through news
reports and published eyewitness accounts.

Flesh and Blood So Cheap
By Albert Marrin
Call #: 974.7 MAR
On March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New York City burst into flames.
The factory was crowded.  The doors were locked to ensure workers stay inside.  One
hundred forty-six people—mostly women—perished; it was one of the most lethal
workplace fires in American history until September 11, 2001.

Invisible Thread (Young Reader’s Edition)
By Laura Schroff
Call #: 974.7 SCH

Presents the real life story of how Laura Schroff, a successful sales representative
living in Manhattan, and Maurice Maczyk, a homeless eleven-year-old panhandler,
developed an unlikely friendship in 1980s New York that has lasted for over thirty
years and enriches both their lives to this day.
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